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SENATE, HOUSE REPUBLICANS 


REACH AGREEMENT 


Deal includes slightly higher corporate rate; 
party remains on track for final votes next week 


BY JIM TANKERSLEY 
& THOMAS KAPLAN 


WASHINGTON 

The day after suffering a politi- 
cal blow in the Alabama special 
Senate election, congressional Re- 
publicans sped forward with the 
most sweeping tax rewrite in dec- 
ades, announcing an agreement on 
a final bill that would cut taxes for 
businesses and individuals and sig- 
nal the party’s first major legisla- 
tive achievement since assuming 
political control this year. 

Party leaders in the House and 
Senate agreed in principle to 
bridge the yawning gaps between 
their competing versions of the 
$1.5 trillion tax bill, keeping Re- 


publicans on track for final votes 
next week with the aim of deliv- 
ering a bill to President Donald 
Trump’s desk by Christmas. The 
House and Senate versions of the 
tax bill started from the same core 
principles — sharply cutting taxes 
on businesses, while reducing 
rates and eliminating some 
breaks for individuals — but di- 
verged on several crucial details. 
In the end, more of the Senate 
bill appeared to be included in the 
final version, though lawmakers 
continued to make significant 
changes from the legislation that 
passed either the House or Sen- 
ate. 
The included a 
SEE TAXES ¢ A6 


changes 


X BILL 


J. SCOTT APPLEWHITE AP 


Rep. Kevin Brady, R-Texas, (right) and Sen. Orrin Hatch, R- 
Utah, react after House and Senate leaders announced a deal. 
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JOHN GIBBINS U-T 


Crystal Pier in Pacific Beach was all aglow Wednesday night with decorative wreaths, lights and a Christmas tree at the end of it. 
Expect plenty of sunshine along the coast today with high temperatures in the low 70s. 


OFFICIALS STRUGGLE WITH 
TIJUANA'S HIGH DEATH TOLL 


Medical examiner’s office 
has been threatened with 
shutdown for violations 


BY SANDRA DIBBLE 


TIJUANA 

Overwhelmed with cadavers in 
a year of record violence, the Baja 
California Medical Examiner’s Of- 
fice in Tijuana has been threatened 
with closure after environmental 
inspectors found a series of viola- 
tions, including the improper stor- 
age of blood and other body fluids 
in an outdoor parking area. 

Mexico’s environmental watch- 
dog agency, PROFEPA, has given 
the office until today to correct the 
irregularities at its two-story facil- 
ity rising near downtown Tijuana 
on Fundadores Boulevard. 

Directors of the medical exam- 
iner’s office, an agency known as 


SEMEFO, said Wednesday they 
are expanding their facility, and 
have addressed the concerns of the 
inspectors. This includes paper- 
work violations, but also the im- 
proper storage of hazardous and 
infectious biological waste. 

Among the findings was that 
blood and body fluids resulting 
from autopsies were kept in a 1,300- 
gallon water storage tank. “The 
tank is located on a concrete floor 
outside the facilities, without re- 
frigeration, and collected only once 
every two or three months, when it 
should be a shorter period,” ac- 
cording to a PROFEPA statement. 

Inspectors found that hazard- 
ous biological infectious waste, in- 
cluding sharp objects such as 
scalpels, is “not properly con- 
tained, without covers, and in con- 
tainers that are at maximum ca- 
pacity,” the statement said. “They 
are disposed of after several 
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DEMOCRATS 
CELEBRATE; 
GOP BEGINS 
CASTING 
BLAME FOR 
ALABAMA 


Recriminations mark 
bitter splits within party 
after election setback 


BY SEAN SULLIVAN 
& ELISE VIEBECK 


BIRMINGHAM, Ala. 

Stunned Republicans began 
casting blame Wednesday over 
their failure to hold a Senate seat in 
the Deep South, where Alabama 
Democrat Doug Jones stitched to- 
gether just enough support to win 
amid voter backlash to accusa- 
tions of sexual misconduct against 
his firebrand GOP 
rival. 

Even as Republi- 
can Roy Moore — 
down by more than 
20,000 votes in 
Tuesday’s special 
election — refused 
to concede the race, 
members of the 
GOP began point- 
ing fingers at one another for his 
defeat after being steamrolled in 
Virginia’s elections last month. 

The recriminations highlighted 
the bitter divisions within the GOP 
that appear to be worsening as the 
party looks toward defending its 
Senate majority in 2018, a task 
made more difficult by Moore’s loss 
and an increasingly unpopular 
President Donald Trump. 

The blow in Tuesday’s election 
also highlighted voter dismay over 
allegations that Moore pursued ro- 
mantic relationships with teenage 
girls while in his 30s, as well as the 
limits of Trump’s political influen- 
ce. 

Democrats celebrated their vic- 
tory and called for Senate Majority 
Leader Mitch McConnell, R-Ky., to 
delay a vote on the GOP tax plan 
until after Jones is sworn in. 

“It would be wrong for Senate 
Republicans to jam through this 
tax bill without giving the newly 
elected senator from Alabama the 
opportunity to cast his vote,” Sen- 
ate Minority Leader Charles 
Schumer, D-N-Y., said at a news 
conference on Capitol Hill. 
Schumer said he had spoken to 
Jones, but did not ask him how he 
would vote on the measure. 

Meanwhile, Republican law- 
makers, strategists and party fig- 
ures picked sides: either with Mc- 
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BROWN MET WITH EDISON CEO 
BEFORE SAN ONOFRE AGREEMENT 


Governor's office: No 
correlation to push for 
settlement with CPUC 


BY JEFF MCDONALD 


As the failed San Onofre nucle- 
ar plant north of Oceanside 
drained resources from the utility 
company that owns it, Edison 
International CEO Ted Craver 
was hoping for speedy relief from 
the California Public Utilities 
Commission. 

Much was at stake in the out- 
come for the twin domes along 
Interstate 5, which closed in Janu- 
ary 2012 amid a radiation leak. 
The premature closure brought 
with it $4.7 billion in costs. 

For Edison, the news from the 
commission president, Michael 
Peevey, was not good. 


AFP/GETTY IMAGES 


Gov. Jerry Brown met with 
Edison’s Tom Craver in 2013. 


“President Peevey indicated to 
us that he did not see aviable path 
to short-cut the proceedings and 
was highly skeptical that a settle- 
ment was likely,” Craver said ina 
memo to his board of directors, 
obtained by The San Diego 
Union-Tribune. 


Craver, since retired, went up 
the chain of command. 

In February 2013, his memo 
says, he requested and received a 
meeting with Gov. Jerry Brown — 
who appoints members ofthe util- 
ities commission but is not sup- 
posed to intervene in their highly 
regulated decision-making proc- 
ess. 

“He gave me nearly two hours 
of his time in a private one-on-one 
meeting in his Sacramento of- 
fice,” Craver wrote. “We spent the 
entire discussion on SONGS,” the 
San Onofre Nuclear Generating 
Station. 

“We ended with a discussion of 
how policymaker leadership was 
missing in this situation,” the 
memo said. “We agreed we would 

SEE EDISON « A11 


TODAY’S DEAL 


Pay just $20 for $40 toward shoe cleaning and 
repair, plus save an additional 10 percent off of all 
clothes alterations and dry cleaning services. Buy 
now at SanDiegoUnionTribune.com/UTDeals. 
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